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Fire Destroys Historic Home
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In The mosT disastrous Are (o
occur in the district in man.
veiirs the historic “Watechawh™
residence of Mr and Mrs R, 1.
Hroun was completely destroy-
ed on Sunduy afiernoon last,
Fhe blaze started in the ab-
sence of Mr oand Mry Broun
and  their two  children  who
were  visiting the Dale for a
practice cricket match arrang-
ed by the Dale Club. A neigh-
bour in Mr. Les Barrett - 1en-
mird  noticed some smoke in
the area carly in the af-
lernoon. by thinking it was
vnly  coming from a  rubhish
hre took lintle aotice unlil s
increasing  volume  some  time
later led to investigation when

e e e e s T,
it was discovered thut the nine

room home was ablaze from |
end (o cnd. Mr. Lennard man |

sped 1o enler the muin  bed-
room of the premises and 10
drag clear two wardrebes
some  bedding and  furniture

and these items comprised all |

thar  was  salvaged from  the
home. the whole of the con-
tents of which including valu-
able papers and records. were
destroved,

The children were left only
with the clothes they were dres
sed in al the time

Hoth the town und bush fire
untls of the Beverley Fire Bni-
gpide. together with representa-
tives of the Cwil Delence org

armisation  attended  the  blaze,
but the Hre had such
vontrel at the time that Tinde

or nothing could be done 1w

wiives wnv mrtiova ol tha acanace. |
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RRAZELY EEFITTRA
suve any portion of the premis-
ey Fhe only portion of the
build'ng in which the Moor re-
muained  inlact was  that  from
which the few items mentioned
abave were saved through Mr.
Lennard's strenuons efforts,

The tire must have engender-
ed tremendous heat as glass-
ware and fittings melted under
extreme  temperatures.  roofing
on huckled and collapsed and
the  children’s which
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evales

had been left leaning against
a wall at the south end of the
house buckled nto  grotesque
shapes.

No fires had hum used in
the house for many hours. a
cold luncheon having been pre
pared by Mrs Broun in view
of an early departure for the
Dale cricket ground.
circumstances it is thought that
the blaze may have originated

l

In these

in the southern end of the
home where a refrigerator was |
operaling and where a heater |

was locuted. The appearance of

the wreckage afterwards would |

indicate thut this part of the
premises was the first (o he de-
stroved.

Forlunately for the family
invalved the loss was fully cov
ered by inasurance. However im
mediate problems of accommo
dation  and replacements  of
burnt necessities presented
themselves but were overcome
by the penerous offers of help
from scores of friends.

This was the second disaster
which had overtaken the "Wi-
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which hid overtaken the "Wi-
crhateh’ home since it was first
erecled. After withstanding the
clements for over B0 years it
was struck by a fierce willy -
willy in 19319 and largely wrec
ked when oveupied by Mr oand r

Mrs Owen Broun and family,
However M Faster 1940
had been reconstructed.,

The Broun family first be-
came associled with "Water-
hatch’ i the eurly fifties of
lust centurs when it was ac-
quired by James William
Broun, grandfather of the pre-
sent owner and on his death
was inherited by his son Frank
Tyndall Broun who during his
occupancy became member for
the district in the Legislative
Assembly and for some years
wus Colonial Secretary of WA,
a position which his grandfath-
er. Peter Broun, had originally
filled.

The commodious Waterhatch
home has over the vears been
a most hospitable and gracious
social centre and on occasion
the guthering place of scores
of district residents so that if
the old walls could speak the,
could relate much local history
It wus not far from the origina!
home that the perpetrators ol
the only murder ever recorded
in this district (the Killing of
Const. Hackett) were brought
lo bay by a police party which
, included a number of Beverlev

cilizens — 1wo of the criminals

being shot,  whilst  the  third
was later hung



